
Kia ora. Thank you all for coming this afternoon. This occasion marks the launch 
of a very important programme for the University of Auckland and for the 

Faculty of Science.  
 

This University is proud of its standing - you can see it on our website, in our 
marketing materials and even on the sides of buses – but our standing also 
creates a challenge for us as an institution.   

 
A ranking is not simply something to be proud of. Rather, it is a promise that we 

can and should do more for our students than other institutions do, and the 
Science Scholars programme is part of that social contract.  
 

When I returned to Auckland earlier this year, the planning for this programme 
was already well underway. I was delighted, as I had seen a similar scheme 

working effectively in my previous role and was keen to see something like it 
here. So one of my first and more pleasurable jobs as Dean was to sit down with 
the people who lead the programme 

  
And I was immediately struck -- but not surprised -- that the three academics 

who were leading the programme were not just committed teachers but 
accomplished research scientists. I’d like to both acknowledge their contributions 

to developing the programme and introduce them to you. 
 
Professor Richard Easther, our MC today, heads our Physics Department and is a 

world renowned cosmologist – someone who helps us understand the big bang 
and someone you see regularly commenting on physics matters in the press. 

 
Professor David Williams is an electro chemist with a string of Fellowships and 
awards who works on sensors and diagnostic devices that combine interesting 

chemistry with fine scale engineering and who regularly spins out new 
companies to develop these technologies further 

 
And Associate Professor Cather Simpson is a laser scientist who set up our 
photon factory which provides streams of femto second laser pulses to do 

interesting things with -- such as precision machining and sorting. Cather won a 
National Tertiary Teaching Excellence Award last year and in her spare time also 

has a spin out company underway. 
 
I’d also like to acknowledge Nicolette Rattenbury, Glenda Haines and Margaret 

Goldstone who supported the programme development  
 

The goal of the Science Scholars programme is to put some of the best scientists 
in the country, like Richard, David and Cather, alongside our most promising 
science students.  

 
We firmly believe that in a strong University like ours that research and teaching 

support each other, and make each other stronger.  The Science Scholars 
programme will give top science students access to our best scientists from their 
first day on campus -- and these students will be given the chance to grow into 

the people who will themselves thrive as scientists, and pursue science-based 
careers.  

 



Simply setting up the Science Scholars programmes has triggered conversations 
around the Faculty and the University about how we teach and how we can do 

the most for our students. The impact of this -- and the energy that the Science 
Scholars programme is bringing to the campus -- will enrich the Auckland 

experience for everyone, and not just the students who are selected into the 
programme.  
 

In this context, we are particularly happy to see so many representatives from 
the regions schools here tonight. Those of us in tertiary education are under no 

illusion as to the value and importance of what you do in the secondary sector. 
In my own case, although I had an interest in Science, it was the quality and 
passion of my high school science and mathematics teachers who turned that 

interest into a career. 
 

For the Science Scholars programme to work we need great students, and we 
will be asking you and your colleagues to steer students toward the programme. 
The students we want are easy to spot.  

 
They are not just academic achievers, but the people who come up to you 

outside class with questions; the ones who have been looking for material that 
goes beyond what they have been told in class; and the students that you know 

will stick in your mind years from now. Your help in steering them in our 
direction will help accelerate their own careers in Science. 
 

I know that our next presentation will introduce the programme itself but let me 
steal its thunder and give a description of the programme that fits on a post-it 

note.  
 
The Science Scholars programme is the programme we all wish had been around 

when we were students -- and it is a programme that gives strong science 
students a compelling reason to pursue their studies here at the University of 

Auckland.  
 
 
 


